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MEMOIRS 
O F mw 
dir FOHN BERKLETY. 


N the Year 1647 her Majeſty and * 
! his Highneſs the Prince of Wales 
were pleaſed to ſend me into Hol. : 
land, to condole the Death of the Prince 
of Orange; and having performed that - 
Office, I returned with Mr. John and © 
Mr. William Aſhburnham t6 France, by the 
way of Calais; where we met with the : 
News of his Majeſty's being ſeized by : 
one Cornet Joyce in Holmby Houſe, from 
whence he was carried with a Guard of 
400 Horſe cowards the Army, the Cor- 
net producing no Authority whereby to 
warrant this proceeding. The next 
Poſt brought us Advertiſement to ( laws, 
that his Majeſty was well received by 
the Officers and Soldiers of the Army, 
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and that there were great hopes con- 
ceived that they would both concur to 


eſtabliſh his Majeſty in his juſt Rights. 


From Calais we went to Rouen, where 
we met a Confirmation of this Intelli- 
gence, and heard withal, that one Sir 
Edward Ford ( who was Brother-in-law 
to Commilſary General Ireton) was ſent 
by her Majeſty and his Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales into England, to diſcover 
the Intentions of the Army, and to pro- 
mote an Agreement between his Ma- 
jeſty and them. From Rouen we went 


to St. Germains ; where we were no ſoon- 


er arrived, but we heard that Mr. Den- 


'-bam (who during his Impriſonment had 
contracted a great Familiarity with Mr. 


Peters, a Pteacher, and a'\powerful-per- 


--fon in the Army) was difpatch'd with 


a Commiſlion'to the like effe&t with that 
of Sir Edward Ford. As I was'going up 


-to her Majeſty, 1 mer accidentally with 
_ my Lord Culpepper, who ſcarce had ſa- 
| Jared me, before he:rold me{that'l muſt 


prepare my ſelf imracdiately for ano- 
| ther 
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ther Journey, ber Majeſty being reſol- 
ved to ſend meinto England Ke Sir Eds 
ward Ford and Mr. Denham. I anſwer, 
that I had no Pals, nor any Acquaintance 
with any one of the Army ; and that [ 
doubted, if the King's Party ſhould come 
coo thick upon them at firſt, thole of 
the Army would be jealous they ſhould 
have too many Sharers in the Places 
and Preferments they might perhaps me- 
ditate to procure and preſerye to them- 
ſelves. His Lordſhip replied, That it 
I were afraid to go into England her Ma- 
jeſty and his Highneſs would ſerve them- 
ſelves of ſome other perſon, becaule 
they conceived it neceſlary 'to employ 
ſome to the Army, that might be ſup- 
poled to have greater Truſt both wi 
the Queen in France, and with the King 
in England, than. either Sir Edward Ford 
or Mr, Denham had. I return'd, That 
if after a ſerious conſideration it ſhould 
be judged of uſe to diſpatch me into 
England I would Ro 2g tho | had 
not the honour to be very well known . 
A 3 to. 
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to his Majeſty, and therefore could nor 
expe&t any great Truſt from him. To 
that part his Lordſhip replied , T har 
there was an Intention to ſend Mr. John 
Aſhburnham after me ; but'that he would 
not go without a Paſs, and therefore 
that I ſhould have it added to my In- 
ſructions to procure him one. With- 
in few days after, I had my Diſpatch, 
and went by the way of Dizppe, where 
I met with Mr. William Leg of the Bed- 
chamber to his Majeſty. He embarked 
with me for England; we arrivd at 
Haſimgs, and from thence went the next 
day towards London. "T'wo miles on this 
fide Twnbridg I met with Sir Allen Apſley, 
who had been my Lieutenant-Governor 
of Exeter, and afterwards Governor of 
Barnſtaple in the County of. Devon. He 
rold me that he was going to me from 
(romwel and ſome other Officers of . the 


Army, with Letters, and a Cypher and 


Inſtructions, which were to: this effect : 
* That he ſhould deſire me to remem- 
* ber, that in ſome Conferences with 


k *« Colonel 
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7 < Colonel Lambert and other Officers of 
” © the Army upon. the rendring of Exe- 
' © fer, I had taken notice of the Army's 


{© bitter inveighing againſt the King's 
« 'perſon, as if he had been the worſt 
« of men, and their exceſſive extolling 
« the Parliament; both which being. 
<« without any colour of ground, I had 
© concluded that thoſe Diſcourſes were 
« not out of any perſwaſton - of mind, 
«© but affeted to prepare men to re- 
« ceive the Alteration of Government 
« they intended the Parliament ſhould 
« eftet by the aſliſtance of the Army ; 
« which I bad ſaid was not only a moſt 
« wicked, but a very difficult if not an_ 
<« ;jmpoſſible Deſign, for a few men not 
« of the greateſt Quality to introduce a 
« Popular Government againſt the King 
«and his Party, againſt the Presbyteri- 
<« ans, againlt the Nobility and Gentry, 
« againſt, the Laws eſtabliſh!d both 
& Fccleſiaſtical and Civil, and againſt 
© the whole Genius of the Nation, thar 
« had been accuſtomed for ſo many 
S A 4 « Ages 
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© Ages to! x Monarchica} Government. 
« Whereas on rhe acher” fide; if chey 
« would but confider, char thoſe of 
« their Party had no particalar obligati- 
« ons to' the Crown', as many of the 
« Presbyteriatis had, and therefore ought 
« leſs to deſpair of his Majeſty's Grace 
* and Fayour ; that the Presbyter began 
&« this War upon ſpecious prerences of 
«© making the King a glorious King ; 
*< that 'under that pretext they had de- 
<« ceived many well-meaning may and 
& had browght great things to pafs ; but 
© that wy rt. Mask "ws foot off, 
« and they difcovered to have ſought 
< their owri Advantages, and at the ſame 


* time the Power almoſt wreſted our of 


£© their, hands ro do themſelves :much 
*© g60d or others hurt, and'that by the 
« Independetx Parry, who could eſta- 
© bliſh thenifetves no way utider Hea- 


«yeri fo juſtly and priidently, as by 


{© making good what the Pres 


terians 


© had ofnily pretended, that- Is; reſtoring 


ay King and People to. their juſt and'an- 
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<< tient Rights; which would ſo 1 
« tjare them with both, that they would 
<« voluntarily inveſt them with as much 
« 'Fruft and Power as SubjeRs are ca- 
© pable of. Whereas if they graſped 
© more, it would be with the general ha- 
* tred, and their own deſtruction. To 
< this Diſcourſe of mine they only gave 
« a Hearing, but no Conſent, as pro- 
« ceeding from an Intereſt much divi- 
« ded from theirs : but fince they have 
« found by experience all or the moſt 
<« part to be fo reaſonable that they were 
*« reſolved to put it in practice, as [ 
«© might perceive by what had already 
« pals'd; they defired for the preſent 
* nothing of me, but chat I would pre- 
*« ſent them humbly 'to the Queen and 
&« Prince, and be Suitor to them in their 
«© Names, .not to- condemn them abſo- 
* lutely, but to ſuſpend their Opinions 
« of them, and their Pretenſions to- 
* wards his Majeſty, 'and judg them ra- 
< ther by their future Behaviour, of the 
*« innocence whereof they had already 
2 w ;, | ' " o1ven 
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 « given ſome Teſtimonies to the World, 
<« 2nd wauld do more and more daily. 
« When I ſhould have done this Office, 
© they: deſired I would come over into 
© England, and. become an Eye-witnels 
*<.of 'their Proceedings. I thought this 
Rencounter n0' ill Omen to! my future 
Proceedings. Sir; Allen Apſley rold me 
I ſhould have to do with ſubtil men, 
that govern 'd themſelves by other Ma- 
xims than the: reſt of the World. I re- 
member I- anſwer'd , that che Caution 
was-good, and that I would arm my 
ſelf the, beſt L could ; but; that it was 
hard-;to ſecure our ſelves from- malici- 
ous men-;fyhen' we. were abſolutely in 
their power. -; || took the beſt Informa- 
tion ;4-could from Sir, Allen, Apſley, and 
reſolved;with .him.,to go. into: London 
before; went to the, King or the Army, 
that, | -might-|be enlighten'd by the moſt 
| able. men of our Party; which I did, 
| and colleated this following [Diſcourſe 
| from: them. 1. 


L During 


"ABI 
| | During the time his Majeſty was ar 
| Newcaſtle, the Independent Party was 
' ſo prevalent in the Houſe of Commons, 
* thar the Presbyterians. were forced to 
conſent to have the King render'd by 
* the Scots to the Parliament ; and his Ma- 
' jeſty was accordingly deliver'd by them 
ro the Engliſh Committee, . and a Guard 
' of Engliſh ſer upon him of the Presbyre- 
rian party, and no paſſionate Enemies 
of his Majeſty. The Presbyterian par- 


| ty, that was very numerous in the Houſe 


of Commons, and over-yoted the other 
in molt Queſtions, had engaged them- - 
ſelves privately (by ſome of their Chiefs) 
ro the Scots in two points ; firſt, that 
che Army ſhould be disbanded, and 
then the King broughe to his Parliament 
with Honour and Safety. The disban- 
ding was gone about very ſerioufly by - 
the Parliament; and a Committee 
( whereof the Earl of YYarwick was the 
chief) choſen, and accordingly ſent to 
Newmarket or Saffron-walden, where the 
Army then lay. Many of the Army 

profeſſed 


(12) 
profeſſed really their Obedience to the 
Parliament as to the disbanding ; but 
none more ſolemnly than Cromwel, who 
made great Execrations againſt himſelf 
in the Houſe, if he did not defire it cor- 
dially. He had always profeſſed great 
Submiſſion to the Parliament, who bad 
very. liberally rewarded him for his Ser- 
vice, and was hopeful to have begotten 
ſo great a confidence in them, that they 
would have been contented ito entertain 
the Army as their Pretorian Band, and 
therefore was very ſorry to ſee the Houſe 
bent to licenſe chem, but durſt not ap- 
pear againſt it, becauſe he had many 


Ul-willers inthe Army, and did believe 


they . durſt not, or would not, unani- 
moutly oppole ithe Parliament in thac 
particular, and therefore refuſed to go 
to the Army, tho he was ſent for often 
bythe mutinous Party, who:.upon that 
{core 'were- not a little ' offended with 
him; and: at length, their Diſcontents 
ancrealing, (ceingithemſclves deſerted by 
their. Superior Officers,. choughe of ſome 


© means 
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(13) 
means to ſecure themſelves from their 
Ungrateftul Parliament, which they be- 
gan now petrfetly to hate, and there- 
upon choſe to themſelves Adjutators in 


| every Regiment, and in every Troop 


of Horle, by whom they engaged them- 
ſelves to be abſolutely concluded. The 
firſt Reſolution theſe new-eleted Ofh- 
cers took, was, not to disband, and the 
next, to ſeize the King's Perſon. Crom- 
ivel ftaid very long m London, for -one 
that had been the Author of that De- 
ſign : however, he at laft ſtole -our of 
Town, and joined with the Murineers, 
bur did not ſo readily concur in the 
ſeizing the King's Perſon, 'or at leaſt 
pretended not to doit : For he ſent his 
Kinſman Y/halley with Orders to uſe all 
means but Force, to-cauſe his Majeſty 
ro return to-Folmby ; but his Majeſty ab- 
ſolutely refuſing, //halley marched with 
his Majeſty 'rowards the Army. | ' 
This Account I had from the -ntioſt 
diſcerning' of my Acquaintance in-Lon- 
don, 'from whence 1 went to the Head- 
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-my; but becauſe they could not perſwade 


(14) 
Quarters at Reading, with intention (af- 
ter I had deliver'd my Meflage ) to de- 

fire leave to wait on his Majeſty at Cau- 
ſum. 1 was no ſooner arrivd at Read- 

ing, but I ſpoke with Sir Edward Ford and 
Mr. John Denham. Both of them were 
much of the ſame Advice with thoſe I 
had diſcourſed at London concerning the 

-preſent Power of the Adjutators, by 
whom the moſt important Afﬀairs of the 

'Kingdom and Army were tranſa&ted. 
By them TI learnt that His Majeſty came 

very unwillingly from Holmby , that his 

, Majeſty would not go to the Army, tho 
he were earneſtly invited by the Officers ; 
that his Majeſty, againſt the Conſent of 

-the Army, concurr'd with the Vote of 

the Parliament, to go to Richmond, where 

the would have been out of the Army's 

"power , and would not be perſwaded 

out of his Reſolution, till the Army for- 
ced the. Parliament to recal their Vote: 

-!Then his Majeſty would needs go to 

-Windſor, much againſt the ſenſe of the Ar- 


his 


CIT 1 
his Majeſty, they forced him from thence 
by ill uſage; and that the rather, be- 
cauſe he would not be intreated to pals 
by the Army in his way to YV/imndſor : 
In ſam, they doubted that his Majeſty 
hearkned to ſome ſecret Propoſitions of 
the Presbyterians, and bent all his 
thoughts to make an abſolute Breach 
between the Army and the Parliamenc, 
which Jreton diſcerned, and told his Ma- 
jeſty plainly, © Sir, you have an'intenti- 
«< on to be the Arbitrator between the 
« Parliament and us, and we mean to 
« be it between your Majeſty and the 
« Parliament. JN 
Two or three hours after my artival, 
Cromwel {ent an Officer to excuſe him to 
me, that he could not wait on me till ten 
at night, - by reaſon he was ſitting with 
the Committee of Parliament, and ſhould 
not riſe till then, He came then accom- 
panied with Rginsborough and Sir _—_ 
VPaller. After general diſcourſe, Ttold 
him the ſum of my InſtruQions from the 
Queen and Prince ; which were _ 
ure : 
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ſure them, thather Majeſty and his High- 
neſs were not partial to the Presbyteri- 
ans, nor any way averſe to.them; that [ 
ſhould endeavor to incline his Majeſty to 
comply with them as far as would ſtand 
with :his Honor and Conſcience, and to 
diſpoſe.chem to preſs his Majeltymo far- 


'ther. His anſwer was in theſe words : 


«That whatever the World might judg 
«of them, they would be found no 
« ſeekers of themſelves farther than to 
« have leave to live as Subjects ought:to 


_ « do, and to preſerve their Conſciences ; 
'<. chat they thought no men could enjoy 


«their Lives and Eftates quietly, with- 


out the King had his Rights, which 


« they had declared-in general: terms al- 
« ready.to the Warld, 'and would more 


< particularly .very ſpeedily, wherein 


« they would.comprile. the, ſeveral-Inte- 
© reſts of:the.Royal, Presbyterian, .and 
<< Independeat Parties, as far'as they, were 
<conlifting :with.cach other ; which [ 


underſtood; afterwards, i to-be: nagant of 
\the, Propoſals-of.cthe Army. I-went the 


next 


(i) 
next-day to the General, by Cromwel's 
direction, to ask his leave to lee the 
King ; which he was pleaſed to grant. 
I deliverd my Letters and Inſtructions 
to his Majelty. I found that his Majeſty 
dilcover'd not only to me, but to every 
one he was pleaſed to converſe with, a 
cotal Diffidence of all che Army except 
Huntington, and grounded it chiefly upon 
the Officers backwardnels to treat of re- 
ceiving any Favour or Advantage from 
his Majeſty. I was of his Majeſty's ſenſe, 
thac men. whoſe hands were yet hot wich 
the blood of his moſt faichful Subjects, 
ought not entirely ro be truſted , bur 
chought they ought abſolutely to be well 
difſembled wich whilſt his Majeſty was 
in their hands, art leaſt that he might the 
berter ger out of them, and to this end 
offercd ſeveral Expedients ; as, to ſuffer 
Peters to preach before his Majeſty, of 
which he was very ambitious; and to 
converſe with him, and others of the 
Army, with freedom ; and by all means 
toendeayour to gain the good Opinion 
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of the moſt ative Adjutators, and the 
like. But his'Majeſty concurred in none 
of them; which made me doubt his 
Majeſty valued my Reaſons ſomething 
the worſe for the Author, and therefore 


I meditated nothing ſo much as to pro- 


cure a Paſs for Mr. John Aſhburnham, 
with whom I hoped I might prevail, and 
he with his Majeſty ; which within few 
days after I did obtain, and cauſed it 
co be deliver'd to his Servant. 

About four days after my coming to 
the Army, there came two General Of- 
ficers from the Council of War to me, 
ro let me know, that they had been in- 
formed that I had ſome wrong done me 
upon the Rendition of Exeter, to a 
wg value ; and that if I would put the 

um under my hand, they would ſee 
that I ſhould have fatisfaftion. I gave 
them moſt hearty thanks; but withal 
told them, that came not to chem up- 
on my own buſineſs, but that of his 


Majeſty ; which as ſoon as they ſhould . 


diſpatch, no man living would be more 


ready - 


: RAS FA, 6 L 
%. PRAISE «Za *.- F de, fa By py 


( 19 ) 


ready to receive and acknowleds this or 


- any other favour from them; till then, 


it would no way become me to do it. 
This was a Generofity which thoſe Self- 
denyers thought might do well in dil- 
courſe and ſpeculation : bur could nor 
underſtand it when brought into prac- 
tice, and therefore concluded that I was 
ſo great a Presbyterian, that I would 
chuſe rather to loſe twelve hundred 
pounds ( which was my pretenhion ) 
than to offend my Lord Roberts, a great 
Presbyterian, who muſt have made me 
Reparation ; in which opinion they 
were confirmed by two Letters they had 
lately peruſed, the one from Sir Marma- 
duke Langdale at Antwerp, and the other 
from Sir William Fleetwood at London ; both 
affirming, that to their knowledg I was 
an engaged Presbyterian. I was alto- 
gether a ftranger to them both, and 
therefore did attribute this either to their 
Envy that I was admitted, or Grief chat 


" they were excluded from the Employ- 


ment between his Majeſty and the Artny. 
B 2 How- 


(30 } 
However it was, upon thoſe ſurmiſes 
Cromwel came to expoſtulate the matter 
plainly with me, and I replied to him 
in theſe words, That I was as much Preſi- 
byterian as Independent ; that I, as well 
as others, was inclined to think the bet- 
ter of them, becauſe they pretended to 
mind the King's Reſtoration ; but bid 
them be aſſured, that as ſoon as | ſhould 
diſcover they were not real, I, and 1 
thought all the King's Parry, would join 
with any that would bur diſſemble ber- 
ter than they; and concluded, that [ 
thought nothing would ſeparate the 
Crown and the King's Party. Cromwe! 
ſeemed not unſatisfied with this plain 
dealing, and fo lefr me. The next day 
Huntington, who was ſent to me by the 
King, made me acquainted with two 
General Officers, whom I durſt not name 
| abecaule they are obnoxious to the pre- 
ſent Power. With theſe | had often and 
free Communication; and 110quiring 


what Opinion they had of the Army in \. 
general, as to a conjunction with the . 


King, > : 
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King, they replied, that they did be- 
lieve it was univerſally deſired both by 
the Officers and Adjurators ; that if Crom- 
wel was fot real in it, he was a great Dil- 
ſembler, and ſo was Jreton; that for the 
priclent the whole Army was ſo bent up-. 
on it, that they durſt not be otherwiſe ; 
hat if they ſhould ever happen to change, 
they ſhould eafily diſcover it ; and be- 
cauſe they had been in great part the 
Caule "i Sir Allen Apſley was lent to 
me, they thought theralelves obliged to 
give me all the light they could of things 
and perlons; which to the laſt they per- 
formed, in my opinion, moſt {incerely. 
I let them know at our firſt meeting, 
that I doubted there would be three great 
Difficulties which would obſtruct the 
Agreement. Firſt, they would expect 
that che King ſhould nor only give them 
Liberty of Conſcience, but alter the Efta- 
bliſh'd Eccleſiaſtical Government, which 
his Majeſty was perſwaded he could nor 
in conſcience do. The ſecond, that 


they would not be contented to ſeparate 
B 3 lome 


(22) 
ſome few men from the Court, and from 
bearing great Offices, unleſs _ and 
their Poſterity were ruined, and that by 
the King's At, which his Majelty could 
not in Honor permit. And thirdly, that 
they would nor be contented with a ſe- 
curity of the Militia during his Majeſties 
life, and his Majeſty could not grant it 
farther, bur infinitely to the prejudice of 
his Poſtericy. . They aſſured me that his 
Majeſty would be preſsd innone of theſe 
particulars, and that there was a draught 
of Propoſals which Ireton had drawn, 
and which would certainly be voted by 
the whole Army, wherein there was no- 
thing tending to any ſuch purpoſe ; and 
if his Majeſty would conſent to them, 
| there would be an end of all difficulties ; 
and they chought.che ſooner his Majeſty 
did it, would be the better, becauſe there 
was no certainty in the temper of the 
Army, which they had obſerved to have 
alter d more than once already. I ask'd 
whether I might not have a ſight of theſe 


Propoſals; they anſwer'd, when I plea- + 


led. 
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(ed, I went with them to Ireton for that 
purpoſe, and remained with him almoſt 
cill morning. He permitted me to al- 
ter two of the Articles, and that in moft 
material points; and I would have done 
a third, which was, the excluding ſeven 
perſons (that were not named ) from 
Pardon, and the admitting of our Party 
to fit in the next Parliament. To the 
firſt he anſwer'd, That being they had pre- 
 vailed in the War, if they ſhould not in 

_ the ſightof the World make ſome diſtin- 
Cion between themſelves and thole that 
were worſted ( who always bear the 
blame of publick Quarrels) they had 
ſo many malicious Enemies both in the 
Parliament and Army, that they ſhould 

e cenſured of betraying their Party, and 
to have ſought their own ends by private 
and indirect means. To the ſecond, 
He confeſs'd that he ſhould himſelf be 
afraid of a Parliament, wherein the 
King's Party ſhould have the major 
Vote : but after the Agreement, if the 


King's party and they could piece kindly 
| B 4 and 
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and cordially together, there would be 
nothing eafier than to procure his Ma- 


jeſty {ſatisfaction in thoſe rwo particulars, 


He concluded, by conjuring me as | cen- 


der'd his Majefties good and welfare, 


that I would endeavour to prevail with 
him to grant the Propoſals, that they 
might with the more confidence pro- 
pound them to the Parliament, and 
make an end of all differences. Out of 
my Diſcourſes and Inquiries I collected. 
theſe Obſervations : Firſt, that the Army 
-was- governed partly by a Council of 
War, and partly by a Council of the Ar- 
my or Adjurators, wherein the General 
had bur a ſingle voice ; that Fairfax the 
General had lintle power in either ; thac 
Cromwel and his Son Ireton with their 
Friends and Partiſans, governed the 
Council of War abſolutely, but not thar. 
of the Armv, which was the moſt pow- 
erful, tho they had a ſtrong party there | 
#iſo ; but the major part of the Adju- - 
rarors carried ir. Amongſt theſe Adjuta- © 
tors there were many 11|-wiſhers of Crom- F 
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wel, looking on him as one who would 


always make his advantages out of the 


Army. Theſe obſerved that Cromwel 
reſolved to proſecute his ambitious Ends 
through all means whatſoever, and did 
not only difſemble, but really change 
his way to thoſe Ends; and when he 
choughr che Parliament would make his 
Fortune, reſign'd himlelf totally to 
them, even to the disbanding of the Ar- 
my before it was paid : When the\Preſ- 
byterians prevailed, he took the Goin 
nant : When he quitted the Parliament, 
his chief dependence was on the Army, 
which he endeavour'd by all means to 
keepin Unity, and if he could not bring 
it to his ſenſe, rather than ſuffer any d1- 
viſion, went over himſelf,” and carried 
his Friends with him into that way the 
Army did chuſe, and that falter than _ 
any in it. Upon this ground, when the 
Army was for the Parliament, no man 
ſo violent as he in both : When. the Ar- 
my became for the King againſt the Par- 
liamenr, no man droye fo furiouſly as 


he ; 


(26) 


he; and whenthe Army changed a third 
time for the Parliament and againſt the 
King, he was ſtill the Leader: and it 
the Army ſhall change a fourth time to 
become Levellers (tho he will oppoſe 
this at firſt, as he did all other Changes ) 
no man {hall ' out-go him in Level- 
ling. All chat he ſeems to deſire is, chat 
the Army would be conſtant in any way, 
that he might not be neceſſitated to the 
playing * ſo many different parts, he 
being equally indifferent to all chat will 
afford him equal Advantages. 

When I came to Reading, I found 
many of the Adjutators jealous that 
Cromwel was not fincere for the King, 
and defired me, if I found him falſe 
to their Engagement, that I would ler 
them know it, and they did not doubt 
_ to ſet him right eicher with or againſt 
his will. But in all my Conferences 
with him, I found no man in appear- 
ance fo zealous for a ſpeedy Blow as he; 
ſometimes wiſhing that the King was 
more frank, and would not tie-himſelf 
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ſo ftritly to narrow Maxims ; ſome- 
times complaining of his Son Treton's 
flownels in perfecting the Propoſals, and 
his not accommodating more to his 
Majeſty's. ſenſe, always doubting that 
the Army would not prelerve their good 
inclinations for the King, - I met with 
him about three days after I came to 
Reading, as he was coming from the 
King then at (au/um : He told me that 
he had lately ſeen the tendereft ſight 
that ever his eyes beheld, which was 
the Interview between the King and his 
Children, and wept plentifully at the 
remembrance of it, ſaying, That never 
man was ſo abuſed as he in his {iniſter 
OPinions of the King, who he thought 
was the uprighteſt and moſt conſcien- 
tious of his three Kingdoms ; that they 
of the Independenc Party ( as they were 
called) had infinite Obligations to him 
for not conſenting to the Scats Propo- 
litions at Newcaſtle, which would have 
totally ruined them, and which his Ma- 


jceſty's Intereſt ſeemed to invite bim ww; 
| m 


. - 3, 

and concluded with me by wiſhing, 
that God would be pleaſed to look up- 
on him according to the fincerity of his 
heart rowards his Majeſty. I immedi- 
ately acquainted his Majeſty with this 
Paſſage ; who ſeemed not well edified 
with ir, and did believe that all pro- 
ceeded out of the uſe Cromwel and the 
Army had of his Majeſty, without whom 
he thought they could do nothing ; and 
this I conceive was inculcated daily by 
Bampfield and Loe at fuſt, and after- 
wards by the Lord Lauderdale, who had 
frequent Acceſles ro his Majeſty from 
the Scots, the Presbyterians, and the 
City of London, who knew there was 
nothing ſo fatal ro them as a Conjunc- 
tion between the King and the Army. 
Our of all my Obſervations I drew thele 
Concluſions, which I proſecuted to the 
beſt of my power : That his _—_— 


was concerned to come to a ſpeedy il- 
ſue with the Army ; that he might either 
agree with them, or diſcover that they 
intended not to agree with him z and 

- in 
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in that caſe that his Majeſty ſhould ſc- 
cure his Eſcape, and in the mean time 


that his Majeſty ſhould not give them 


7 the leaſt colour of exception to his ARti- 


! ons; that ſeeing the Officers were more 


| cafily fixed to his Majeſty by a viſible 
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proſpect of their Intereſt in caſe of a 
ConjunCtion, I took the leaft pains with 
them, and applied my ſelf ro Peters and 
the Adjutators, who ſway'd their Offi 
cers more than their Officers command- 
ed them; and it was more hard to ſa- 
tisfy them ( being many ) in poanc of 
[ntereſt, than their Officers who were 
few. 

About ten days after my arrival at 
the Army, the Contentions grew high 
and hot between them and the Presby- 
terian Party in the Houſe, which was 
the major part by much, and the City 
of London ; the one contending to have 
the Parliament purged of corrupt Mem- 
bers, and the other to have the Army 
removed farther from the City. This 


cauſed the Army's March from Readmg 
to 


(30) 


to Bedford, and conſequently his Maje- | 
ſty's Remove with his wonted Guard | 
from Cauſum to Woborn, a Houſe of the | 
Earl of Bedford, where I procured his | 
Majeſty a ſight of the Army's Propoals | 


ſix or eight days before they were of- 


"'ferd to him in publick. His Majeſty | 


was much diſpleaſed with them in ge- 
neral, laying, chat if they had a mind 


to cloſe with him, they would never 


impoſeſo hard terms upon him. I replied, 


That I ſhould ſauſpe& them more than 


F._/T28': IO EE age: 


I did (if they had demanded leſs ) that 
they did nor intend really to ſerve his | 
Majeſty, but only to abuſe him, fince | 
it was not likely that men who had | 


through fo great Dangers and Difficul- 


ries acquir'd fo great Advantages, ſhould 


ever fit down with leſs than was con- 


 rhined in the Propoſals ; and on the o0- 


ther ſide, never was a Crown ſo near 
loft, To cheaply recover'd, as his Maje- 
ſty's would be, if they agreed upon ſuch 
terms. His Majeſty was of another ad- 
vice, and returned, That they could not 
ſubfift 
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ſubGiſt without him, and therefore he did 
not doubt but that he ſhould ſee them 
very ſhortly be glad ro condeſcend 
farther ; and then objected to three par- 
ticular points of the Propoſals. The 


firſt was, The Exception of ſeven, not 


named, from Pardon. The ſecond, 
the excluding his Party from being eli- 
gible in the next enſuing Parliament, 
And the third, T hat tho there was no- 
thing againſt the Church- Government 
eſtabliſh'd, yet there was nothing done 
to allert it, ' To theſe I replied, Thar at- 
ter his Majeſty and the Army were ac- 
corded,it would be no impoſlible work to 
make them remit in the firſt point ; and 
if he could nor, when his Majeſty was 
reinſtated in his Throne, he might eaſ1- 
ly ſupply ſeven perſons beyond the Seas 
in ſuch ſort as to make their Baniſhmenc 
ſupportable ro them. To the ſecond 
That the next Parliament would be ne- 
ceſlitated to lay great burdens upon the 
Kingdom, and it would be a happineſs 
to the King's Party to haye no V os a 
them. 


- , > off oe ue EO xl & * : 
- # = ee ww F o »- SS » 422 4 » 35 
, ” —_ oe, "7 nt ® l , %, 8 
n . . 
: « #. = —deretr f 
_ C n * : _ ".0"*" T 8 + ”". - 
pc k , wh <A 4 "7 ae EI ' _—O_ , | ; "ARS + +, oy at x 
Ed dS hed P29oarg 3 XK ATE ELITE ati foeret SSA IETY YES. og CRT Cort nr Ron YRS pl EEE F 4. AIC 
Ty od WIND G = 0 OP 2m" a1 4 FT. is to it Latte og #5, © Do 4 Jang 6 hu 
GO - - \ £4 "4 AF. pf RIF-L 
" py _ 2 «> _ 


wont So no ncs, *%. 44 vS,A.c.4 K Mp 
d 
- rare among cowerane: 
T3 ith nag ab £ <3 FW.” 
5 —z wy ww 4 KY" 
ACE bon i > i; . 
x 


(in). 
them. To the third, That the Law 


was Security enough for che Church, 


and it was happy that men who had 


fought againſt the Church, ſhould - be | 


reduced ( when they were Superiours ) 
not 'to {peak againſt it. His Majeſty 
broke from me with this expreſſion, 
* Well! I ſhall fee them glad 'ere long to 
accept more equal rerms. I now began 
to long impatiemtly for Mr. Aſhburnham, 
as hoping he had ſome better Topicks 
for his Majeſty ; and within few days af- 
ter he arrived to his Majeſty's great con- 
rentment as well as mine. His Inftructi- 
ons referr'd to mine, which we were to 
proſecute jointly. I gave him preſently 
all the light I-had, which he ſeemed to 
embrace at firſt ; but after he had diſ- 
courſed more amply with his Majeſty, | 
found him fo far from croſſing him, that 


he abounded in his Majeſty's ſenſe, and | 
held afterwards this diſcourſe with met | 


Thar. for his part he was always bred 
in the beſt Company, and theretore could 


not converſe with ſuch ſenſleſs Fellows | 


a 
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25 the Agitators were ; that if we could 


gain the Officers lure to the King, there 
was no doubr but they would be able to 
command their own Army, and there- 
fore he was reſolved to apply himſelf 
totally ro them, and lo did, and there 
grew immediately great familiaritics be- 
tween him and Whalley Captain of the 
Guard that waited on the King, and 
then with Cromwel and lreton; and daily 
Meſlages between his Majcity and che 
Head-Quarters, which Mr. 4ſhburnham 
carried, and ſomecimes me with him, 
tho I ſeldom knew the Meſlage, art leaſt 
he would have me believe I did not; for 
he choſe to ſpeak apart with Cromwel and 
Ireton when 1 was preſent, alledging, that 
they. would nor ſpeak freely to two at 
once. What with che pleaſure of having 
ſo concurring a Second as Mr. Aſhburnham, 
and what with the encouraging Mcflages 
his Majeſty had by my Lord Lauderdale, 
and others from the Presbyterian Party 
and the City of London, who pretended 


co deſpiſe the Army, and to oppoſe them 
C ro 
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to death, his Majeſty ſeemed very much 
erected ; inſomuch that when the Pro- 
poſals were ſolemnly ſent to him, and 
his Concurrence moſt humbly and ear- 
_ neftly defired, his Majeſty ( not only 
to the aſtoniſhment of Ireton and the 
reſt, but even to mine) entertain'd 
them with very tart and bitter Diſcour- 
ſes, ſaying ſometimes, that he would 
haveno man to ſuffer for his ſake, and 
that he repented of nothing ſo much as 
the Bill againſt the Lord Strafford, 
which tho moſt true, was unpleaſant for 
them to hear ; That he would have the 
Church eftabliſh'd according to Law 
by the Propoſals. They replied, It 
was none of their work todo it; that it 
was enough for thera to wave the point, 
and they hoped enough for his Majeſty 
fince he had wayed the Government it 
ſelf in Scotland, His Majeſty ſaid that 
he hoped God had forgiven him that Sin, 
and repeated often, You cannot be without 
me ; Tou will fall to ruin if T donot ſuſtain you. 
Many of the Army that were preſent, and 
wiſhed 


C201 
wiſhed well, at leaſt as they pretended, 
co the Agreement, look'd wiſhtly and 
with wonder upon me and Mr, Aſhbun- 
ham, and[ as much as I durſt upon his 
Majeſty, who would take no notice of 
it, until I was forced to ſtep tro him and 
whiſper in his ear, Sir, your Majeſty ſpeaks 
as if you hat ſome ſecret ſtrength and power 
that I do u5t know of ; and ſince your Majeſty 
hath conce:'-.! i from me, | wiſh you had con- 
cealed it from theſe men tow, His Majeſty 
ſoon recol:c&ed !:imſelf, and began to 
ſweeren his former Diſcourſe with great 
power of Language and Behavior. Bur 
it was now of the lateſt. For Colonel 
Ramsborouzh, who of all the Army 
ſeemed the leaſt to wiſh the Accord, in 
the middle of the Conference ſtole away 
and poſted to the Army, which he in- 
flamed againſt the King with all the 
artificial malice- he had. As ſoon asthe 
Conterence ended, I followed him to 
Bedford, where the Army then lay. | 
met with ſome of the Adjutators, who 
ask'd me what his Majelty meant, ta 

$0 enter- 
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entertain their Commiſſioners ſo -harſh- 
ly? 1 told them, that Ramsborough had 
delivered it amiſs to them, as indeed he 
had by adding to the truth. I then de- 
fired a meeting with Jreton and the reſt 
of the ſuperior Officers, and obtained 
It, and. there askd them, It the King 
ſhould grant the Propoſals, what would 
enſue ? They replied, they would offer 
them to the Parliament : But if they refu- 
ſed them, what would they do then ? they 
replied, they: would not tel] me. I then 
returned, that I would tell them, 1 
would loſe no more time with them : 
For if there came of Propoſals but the 
propounding, I could then propound as 
well as they. They all replied, thart it 
was not for them to ſay diretly what 
they would do againſt the Parliament; 
bur intimated that they did not doubt to 
be able to prevail with the Parliament. 
| When | appeared nor fully ſatisfied with 
this Reply, Ramsborough ſpoke our in 
theſe words, If they will not agree, we will 
5 e them; to which the whole Com- 
R k& pany 
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pany conſented. But we had a harder 
work with his Majeſty, who was ſo far 
from granting, that he ſent for Sir Tho- 
mas Gardmer, Mr. Jeffry Palmer, and Sir 
Orlando Bridgman, his learned Counlel, 
Men indeed of great Abilities and late- 
ority ; to theſe were added Myr. Philtp 
Warwick, Mr. Aſhburnham, Myr. Denham, 
Sir Richard Ford, Dr. Gough ( who came 
over with Mr. Aſhburnham from France ) 
Dr. Sheldon, Dr. Hammond, and my felt. 
We eaſily anſwered the Propoſals both 
in point of Law and Reaſon. But we 
had to do with what was ſtronger than 
both. | 
All this while there wanted not thoſe 
that mediated a better underſtanding be- 
tween the Parliament and the Army ; 
bur that not taking effe&t, the Army ad- 
vanced nearer London, and lodged at 
Windſor, and his Majeſty at Stoke. At 
this time thoſe char were ſuppoſed beſt 
inclined to his Majeſty in the Army,ſeem- 
ed much afflicted with his Majeſty's back- 


 Wwardneſs co concur with the Army 1n 
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the Propoſals; and the rather, becauſe 
they conceived great hopes that within 
few days they ſhould be maſters of Lon- 
don, which they doubred might alter the 
temper of the Army towards the King. 
(romwel, Ireton, and the reſt of the ſu- 
perior Officers of the Army, knew that 
London would certainly be theirs two 
days before they communicated ir to the 
Army ; and therefore {ent an Expreſs to 
Ar. 4ſhburnham and to me, that ſince 
his Majeſty would not yield to the Pro- 
polals, yer his Majeſty ſhould art leaſt 
ſend a kind Letter to the Army, before 
It were commonly known that London 
would ſubmit. We cauſed a meeting 
of the above-named perſons at Wind/or, 
where the Letter was immediately 
drawn: But his Majeſty would not ſign 
it, ill after three or four ſeveral De- 
bates ; which loſt one whole days time, 
if not more, Hr. Aſpburnham and I went 

TI atlaſt, and upon, the way met 
' with;Meflages to haſten it. But before 
we. came .to S$yo, the Commiſſioners 
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from London were arrived, and our Letter 
out of ſeaſon ; for tho his Majeſty was 
;gnorant of the ſucceſs when he ſigned the 
Letter, yet coming after it was known, 
ic loſt both the Grace and Efficacy. All 
that the Officers could do, they did ; 


y- which was, whilſt the Army was in the 


Ac of Thankſgiving to God for their 
ſucceſs, to propoſe that they ſhould nor 
be elevated with ir, but keep ſtill co their 
former Engagement to his Majeſty, and 
once more ſolemnly vote the Propoſals ; 
which was accordingly done. The next. 
day the Army marched into London, and 
ſome few of the Presbyterian Party, that 
had been moſt active againſt the Army, 
diſappeared. From London, the Head- 
Quarters came to Putney, and his Ma- 
jelty was lodg'd at Hampton Court. Ir. 
Aſhburnham had daily ſome Meſſage or 
another from the King to Cromwel and 
Treton, who had enough to do both in 
the Parliament and Council of the Army, 
the one abounding wich Presbyterians, 


the other with Levellers, and boch really 
C 4 jealous 
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jealous that Cromwel and Ireton had made 
a private Compact and Bargain with the 
King ; Lilburn printing books weekly to 
that effe& : and Sir Lewis Dives afterwards 
acknowledged to me, that being his Fel- 
low-priſoner, he had daily endeavour'd 
to poſſeſs him with that opinion, of which 
alcho he were not perſwaded himlſelt, 
yet he judged it for the King's ſervice to 
diyide Cromwel and the Army. On the 
other {1de, the Presbyterians were no lels 
.confident of their Surmiſes ; and amongſt 
.them, Gromwel- told me, that my Lady 
Carliſle affirmed, that I had ſaid to her 
'Ladiſhip, that he was to be Earl of -/- 
ſex, and Captain of the King's Guards. 
[ had the honour to be well known to 
her Ladiibip, but forbore, contrary to 
my Duty and Inclination, ro wait on 
.her, for tear of giving any Umbrage to 
the Army, the being of the contrary par- 
ty; but having ſeveral Meſlages. from 
her Ladiſhip by my Lady Newport and 
others, | waited on her. I was nor long 
there, but Arpin came into her Chamber, 


who 


| 
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who was an Adjutator, and (ent for, as 
| conceived, to be an Eye-witneſs that I 
was in my Lady ( arliſle's Chamber, tho 
nothing pals'd but general Diſcourſes ; 
and I ſhould have ly'd if I had ſaid any 
thing to that purpoſe. Bur theſe and 
like Diſcourles made great 'impreſſion 
on the Army ; to which Mr. Aſhburn- 
ham's ſecret and long Conferences con- 
tributed not a little; inſomuch that the 
Adjutators, who were wont to com- 
plain that Cromwel w<nt too flow to- 
wards the King, began to ſuſpect tha 
he had gone too faſt, and left chem be- 
hind him: From whence there were 
frequent Complaints in the Council of 
the Army, of the intimacy Mr. Aſhburn- 
ham and I had in the Army ; that Crom- 
wel's and Jreton's door was open to us 
when ic was ſhut to them ; that they 
knew not why Malignants ſhould have 
ſo much Countenance in the Army, and 
Liberry with the King. Theſe Diſcour- 
ſes, both in publick and private, Grom- 
.wel (ſeemed highly ro be offended. with ; 


and 
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and when he could carry any thing to 
his Majeſty's advantage amongſt the 
Adjutators, could not reſt until he had 
made us privately partakers of it; but 
withal he told Fr. 4ſhburnham and me, 
that if he'were an honeſt man, he had 
ſaid enough of the finceriry of his in- 
rentions ; if he were not, nothing was 
_ enough, and therefore conjur'd us, as 
we tenderd his Majeſty's Service, not 
ro come ſo frequently ro his Quarters, 
but ſend privately to him, the luſpicions 
of him being grown to that height, that 
| he was afraid tolic in his own Quarters. 
Bur this had no operation upon Ay, 
Aſhburnham, who alledged, that we muſt 
ſhew them the neceflity of agreeing 
with the King from their own Diſor- 
ders. 

About three weeks after the Arm 
had'enter'd London, the Scots had nevvadd. 
ed with the Parliament for another ſo- 
lemn Addreſs to his Majeſty, which was 
- roy in the old Propoſitions of 

Newcaſtle, ſome Particulars in reference 
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tothe Scots only excepted. The Army 
was very unwiliing the King ſhould 
grant theſe Propoſicions, of which the 
King adviſed with all the Perſons aboye 
mentioned, who were all of opinion, that 
it was unſafe for his Majeſty to cloſe 
with the Enemies of the Army whilſt he 
was in it; and therefore followed the 
Advice of all the leading parc of the In- 
dependent Party both in the Parliament 
and Army, by refuſing the Articles, and 
defiring a perſonal Treaty, whereof 
his Majeſty thought the Propoſals a ber- 
ter ground than the Articles, tho there 
were ſomething in them to which his 
Majeſty could not conſent. We gave 
our Friends -in the Army a fight of this 
Anſwer the day before it was ſent, with 
which they ſeemed infinitely fatished, 
and promiled to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
YOurs to procure a perſonal Treaty, and 
to my underſtanding perform'd it: for 
both Cromwel and Ireton, with Pane and all 
their Friends, ſeconded with great reſolu- 


tion this deſire of his Majeſty. But con- 
crary 
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trary to their and all mens expectatior, | 
they found a moſt general oppoſition, # 
and that this Meſlage of his Majeſty had | 
confirmed the jealouly of their private |? 
Apreement with the King ; fo that the | 
more it was urged by (romwel, &c. the 3 
more it was reje&ed by the reſt, who \ 


looked on them as their Betrayers. The 
Suſpicions were ſo ſtrong in the Houle, 


that they loſt almoſt all their Friends | 


there; and the Army that lay then about 
Putney were no leſs ill fatisfied : for 
there came down ſhoals every day from 
London of the Presbyterian and Levelling 
Parties that fomenrted theſe Jealouſies ; 
inſomuch that (rome! thought himſelf, 
or pretended it, not ſecure in his own 
Quarters. The Adjutators now begin 
ro change their Diſcourfe , and comi- 
plained openly in 'their Councils both 
of the King and the Malignants a- 
bout his Majeſty. One of the firft they 
voted from him was my ſelf.” They 
[aid; That fince his Majeſty had not 
accepted of their Propoſals, they were 

not 
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not obliged any farcher to them; thae 
they were obliged to conſult their own 
Safety, and the good of the Kingdom, 
and to uſe ſuch means towards both as 
they ſhould find rational : and becauſe 
they met wich ſtrong oppoſition from 
(romwel and Ireton, and molt of the Su- 
perior Officers, and ſome even of the 
Adjutators, they had many private ſo- 
lemn meetings in London, where they 
humbled themſelves before the Lord, 
and ſought his good pleaſure, and de- 
fired that he would be pleaſed to re- 
veal it to his Saints, which they inter- 
pret thoſe to be who are moſt violent 
or Zealous (as they call it) in the work 
of the Lord. Thele found it apparent 
that God had on the one f1de hardned 
the King's heart, and blinded his eyes, in 
not paſſing the Propoſals, whereby they 
were abſolved from offering them any 
more ; and on the other fide, the Lord 
had led Captivity captive, and put all 
things under their feet, and therefore 


they were bound to fniſh the Work * 
i oo | F => 
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the Lord,- which was to alter the Go- 


vernment, according to their firſt De- | 


gn: and to this end they reſolved to 
ſeize the King's Perſon, and rake him 
out of Cromwel's hands. Thele Proceed- 
ings ſtruck [o great a Terror into Crom- 


wel and Jreton, with others of the Offi- , 


cers that we ſuppoſed beſt affeted to 
us, that they were of opinion the Army 
ſhould be drawn to a Rendezvouz, and 
their endeavours uled to engage them 
once more to adhere to the Propoſals. 
As ſoon as the tumultuous part of the 
Army had notice of it, they reſolved 
before the day of the Rendezvouz to 
ſeize the King's Perſon, I had been 
now about three weeks removed from 
the King, and about a fortriight after 
me Mr. Aſhburnham. Mr. Leo till re- 
mained with his Majeſty, and waited 
in his Bed-chamber. 

About cight or ten days before 
the time appointed for the drawing to- 
gether of the Army, Mr. Aſhburnham in- 
vited me from London,and Hr. Leg from 

Hlampton 
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Hampton Court, to dine with him on a 
Sunday at Ditto, being the other (ide 
of the Water. They were both there 
long before me, and | a good while be- 
fore dinner. Bur juſt as Dinner was 
ready tocome in, they took me aſide in 
the room, and cold me that his Majeſty 
was really afraid of his Life by the tumul- 
ruoUs = of the Army, and was reſoly'd 
to make his eſcaps; and that they had 
order from his Majeſty tro command me 
in his name to wait on his Majeſty in his 
intended Eſcape. I replied, It was a 
great honor, and accompanied with nor 
a little danger ; but withal it was new 
to me, and therefore nothing occur'd 
to my thoughts at preſent bur two 
things : the firſt was, that I thought it 
abſolutely neceſſary that Ar. Aſhburn- 
ham, who kept the King's mony, *{hould 
immediately employ his Servant Dutton, 
who was well acquainted with the Coaſt, 
to provide three or four Ships in ſeveral 
Ports, to be ready in all events; the ſc- 
cond, that I alſo might receive his'Ma- 
PETTY -Ul jeſty's 
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jeſty's commands immediately from him- 
ſelf. To the firſt they leemed ro concur, 
bur nothing was ever done 1n it, which 
to this day amazes me. "The other was 
effe&ed, and I went the Tue/day night af- 
ter to Hampton Court privately, being intro- 
duced a back way by Mr. Leg. The King 
told me he was afraid of his Life, and that 
he would have me afliſt in perſon in his 
eſcape. I asked which way his Majeſty 
would go? his Majeſty replied, that both 
Fr, Aſhburnham, who was preſent, and 
I ſhould know that by Will. Leg. The 
| Monday before, Mr. Aſhburnham and [ went 
ro the Head-Quarters, to deſire Paſſes to 
retura beyond the Seas; and by the way 
back he told me, that the Scots had much 
tampering with. the King, but could 
come to no Agreement ; that they would 
fain have his Majeſty out of the Army, 
and to that end had much augmented 
his juſt fears; and - therefore ask'd me 
what I thought of his Majeſty's coming 
privately - ro London, and appearing in 
the Houſe of Loids? I replied, Very 
E $54 ill ; 
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ill ; becauſe the Army were abſolutely 
maſters both of the City and Parliamear, 
and would undoubtedly ſeize his Ma- 
jeſty ; and if there ſhould be but ewo 
Swords drawn in the ſcuffle, they would 
accule his Majeſty of beginning a new 
War, and proceed wich him according- 
ly. Fe then ask'd me whart I thought of 
the Ile of Wight ? | replied, better than of 
London; tho I knew nothing of it, nor 
who was Governor. He replied, that he 
had had ſome communication with the 
Governor of late, and conceived good 
hopes of him, but had no aflurance from 
him, I then ask'd bim, Why his Majeſty 
would not make his Retreat ſecure by 
licting the Kingdom 2 He replied, not 
or two Reaſons; the firſt was, the 
Rendevouz would be a week after, and 
his Majeſty was not willing to quit the 
Armiy before that were paſſed ; becauſe 
if the Superior Officers ptevailed, they 
would be able to make good their pub- 
lick Engagement; if they were overtop- 
pee they muſt apply themſelves to the 

ng fot their own ſecurity. The ſe: 
D cond 
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cond was, that the Scots were in Treaty 
with the King, and well nigh a Con- 
clifion, which they would never come 
to, bur out of their defires to ſeparate 
the King and the Army ; that it the 
King went before, they would hold 
him to impoſſible Conditions, and there- 
fore his Majeſty was reſolved -to conclude 
with them firſt, In which advice Mr. Aſþ- 
burnham was moſt poſitive, and told, me 
often, that the World would laugh ar 
us if we quitted the Army before we had 
agreed with the Scots ; and let them, re- 
plied I, ſo his Majeſty be ſecure. On 
the Wedneſday, as I take it, we had Or- 
ders to ſend {pare Horſes to Sutton in 
Flampſhire, a place where I never had 
been ; and the Thurſday after, his Ma- 
jeſty, with Will. Leg, came out at the clo- 
ſing of the evening, and immediately 
\. went towards Oatlands, and ſo through 
\ the Foreſt, where his Majeſty was our 
Guide; but loſt our way, tho he were 
well acquainted with it, the night be- 
ing exceſſively dark and ſtormy. When 
his Majeſty ſat firſt out, he diſcourſed 


long 


$3.8 3 
long with Mr. Aſhburnham, and at laſt cal- 
led me to him, and complained very 
| much of the Scots Commiſſioners, who 
were the firft that preſented his Dangers 
to him, and offer'd him Expedients for 
is eſcape; but when he came to make 
[ uſe of thoſe they had offer'd, they were 
fulleſt of Objections ; laying, that his 


coming into Loudon was deſperate, his, 


hiding in England chimerical , and his 
eſcape to Jerſey prevented, becauſe my 
| Ship was diſcovered ; which particular 
my Lord Lanerick affirmed. The King 
thereupon ask'd me, if | had evera Ship 
ready? I anſwered, that I neither had 
not could have any, having not one pen- 
ny of mony ; that I had defir'd Mr. 4ſþ- 
| *unham earneſtly to make proviſion, but 
knew not what he had done init. The 
King then ask'd me,whar I thought mighr 


be the reaſon they ſhould ſay 1 had one, | 


and that diſcovered, if I had none? I 
replied, [t was hard for me to affirm 
what was their meaning in that particu- 
lar, or in general in their proceeding 
With his Majeſty : bur I did conjecture, 
D 2 _ they 
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(52) | 
they were very deſirous to have his 
Majeſty out of the Army, which made 
them preſent his Dangers to him fo 
frequently as they had done: and in 
_ the next place they deſired that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould put himſelf ay into their 
hands, but wanted confidence, or be- 
liev'd it would be ineffe&tual ro move 
ic diretly to his Majeſty, becauſe they 
had given fo ill an account when he 
was laſt with them; and therefore they 
objected againſt their own Expedients 
of coming into London, and obſcuring 
himſelf in England. And becauſe they 
could find no other againſt his going to 
Jerſey, they pretended that had a Ship 
diſcovered ; believing perhaps thart | 
was totally ſeparated from his Majeſty, 
and ſo ſhould not have had any occali- 
on to. contradict it ; and by this means 
his Majeſty being excluded all other 
means of eſcape, ſhould have been ne- 
ceſſitated to make uſe of Scotland. His 
Majeſty laid his hand upon my ſhoulder 
and ſaid, I think thou art in the right, 
-and believed it afterward more conki- 


dently 
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dently than I did. I then ask'd his Maje- 
ſty which wry be would go. His Majelty 
replied, that he hoped te be at Sutton 
three hours before day, and that while our 
Horſes were making ready, we would 
confider what courſe to take. But what 


| by the length and illneſs of the way, 


the darkneſs of the night, and going at 
leaſt ten miles out of our way, it was 
day-break when we came to our Inn art 
Sutton, where our Servant came out to 
us, and told us there was a Committee 
of the County fitting about the Parlia- 
ments buſineſs. His Majeſty thereupon 
ſent for our Horſes out, and we conti- 
nued our way towards Southampton ; 
and his Majeſty reſolved that we four 
ſhould walk down the next hill with our 
Horſes in our hands, and as we walked 
conſult what we were to do. Then I 


nquir'd if Mr. Aſhburnham had gotten "'Þ 


Ship, and finding he had not, I propoled 
going farther Welt, where I was ſure I 


had ſome Friends would favour our 


eſcape : and here again l found the two 
& D 3 reaſons 
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reaſons prevail, of not, leaving the Ar- 
my before the Rendevouz was paſſed, 
and the Treaty with the Scots finiſhed. 
His Majeſty reſolved ( and that the fiſt 
time for ought I could then diſcover ) to 
go for the Iſle of Y/ight, whither he or- 
derd Mr. Aſhburnham and me to go with 
theſe Inſtructions, by word of mouth, to 
the Governor Hammond, and return to 
his Majeſty, who went with Wil. Lee to 
a houſe of my Lord Southampton at 
Titchfield ; that we ſhould carry him a 
Copy of the Letter his Majeſty left be- 
hind him at Hampton Court, and of two 
Letters ſent to him, offs from #romwe!, 
the ſever without a nA we 
the other. Letter containgd fat appre- 
henſ10n and fears of the ill 5 "04a of 
the Levelling party in the Armiy and City 
againſt bis Mzjeſty; and thar from Cromwel 
added, that 1n proſecution thereof a new 
Guard was the next day to be put upon 
his Majeſty of that party. ' His Majeſty's 
Letter contain'd-his diſtruſt of the difor- 
derly part of the Army, and his neceſ- 
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ficy thereupon of providing for his own 
ſafety, which he would ſo do as not to 
deſert the Intereſt of the Army : that in 
order thereunto we ſhould let the Gover- 
nor know, that of all the Army his Ma- 
jelty had made choice of him to put 
himſelf upon, as a perſon of a good 
Extraction, and one, that tho he had 
been engaged againſt him in the War, 
yet it had been proſecuted by him wirh- 
out any animoſity to his Perſon, to 
which he had been informed he had no 
averſion: only his Majeſty, that he 
might/nort ſurprize him, thought fit to 


ſend/ us before to adyertiſe him, and 
to flelire his Pr apifiliwace his Ma- 
jeſty and his Sagwants to the beſt of his 
power ; andAf uld happen that 
he .might not be ablqggado it, then 
the Governgr ſhould "himſelf co 
leave us in as good nditten as he 
found us, that is, ſuffer us ro make 
our eſcape, Wich theſe Inſtructions 
we: parted : but before I had gone ten 
yards, I return'd to his Majeſty, and 
ec D 4 ſaid, 
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faid, I had no knowledg of the Go: 
vernor, and therefore could not tel] 
whether he might not detain us in the 
Wland ; and (therefore advis'd his Ma- 
jeſty, it we came not to him by the 
next day, that his Majeſty ſhould think 
no more of us, but ſecure his own el- 
cape. His Majeſty thank'd me for the 
Caution, and purſued his way , and 
Mr. Aſhburnham and I ours. The firſt 
thing we reſolved was, that fince his 
Majelty went "towards the Eaſt fide of 
the Ifland, that we would go on the 
Weſt; to a place called Limington, where 
Mr. Aſhburnham told me there was a ſhort 
paſſage over. By the, way I ask'd Mr. 
Aſhburnham it he had any acquaintance 
with Hammond the Governor. He replied, 
nor very much, yet he had lately had 
ſome diſcourſe with him upon the High- 
way near Kmgſton, and found him not ve- 
ry averſe to his Majeſty ; bart that which 
made him conceive the beſt hopes of him 
was the Chara&ter Mr. Denham, and the 
Commendations my Lady J/abella Thynn 
Wt fn 5 + 4:7 &+ g4aVc 
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gave of him. We came to Limmgton 


that night, but could not paſs, by rea- 
ſon of a violent Storm that blew. "The 
next morning we got over, and had 
then eight miles to the Caſtle of Cari- 
broke, where the Governor dwelt. We 
came thither after ten in the morning, 
and found the Governor was newly 
gone out towards Newport. When we 
overtook him, Ar. Aſhburnham defir d 
me to open the matter to him, which he 
would afterwards ſecond himſelf. After 
| had ſaluted him, I crook him aſide, 
and deliver'd our meſſage to him word 
for word. But he grew ſo pale, and 
fell into ſach a trembling, that I did re- 
ally believe he would have falleh off his 
Hotſe : which trembling continu'd with 
him at leaſt an hour after, in which he 
broke our into paſſionate and diſtrafted 
Expreſſions, ſometimes ſaying, O Gen- 
tlemen! you have undone me by bring- 
ing the King into the Iſland, if at lealt 

ou have brought him; and if you 
ave not, pray let him not come: for 
ROE: what 
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what between my Duty to his Majeſty, 
and my Gratitude for this freſh obli- 
gation of Confidence, and my obſer- 
ving my Truſt to the Army, I ſhall be 
confounded : otherwhile he would talk 
to a quite contrary purpoſe. I remem- 
ber, to ſettle him the better, I ſaid, 
That, God be thanked, there was no 
harm done ; that his Majeſty intended 
a Favour to him and his Poſterity, in 
giving him an occaſion to lay a great 
obligation upon him, and ſuch as was 
- very conſiſting with his relation to the 
* Army, who had fo ſolemnly engaged 
themſelves to his Majeſty: but it he 
thought otherwiſe, his Majeſty would 
| be far from impoſing his Perſon upon 
him. To that he replied, That then 
if his Majeſty ſhould come to any mil 
chance, what would the Army and 
Kingdom ſay to him, that had refu- 
{ed to receive him 2 To this I replied, 
That he did not refuſe him, who was 
not come to him. He returned, Thar 
he muſt needs know where his Majeſty 


was, 
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was, becauſe he knew where we were, 
I told him he was never the nearer for 
my part. He then began a lictle to 
{weeren, and to wiſh that his Majeſty 
would have repoled himſelf ablolucely 
upon him, becauſe it would have been 
much the better for both. I then went 
_ to Mr. Aſhburnham, and told him, thar 
this Governor was not a man for our 
purpoſe, and that for my part I would 
never give my conſent that his Majeſty 
ſhould truſt him. Mr. Aſhburnham ac- 
knowledg'd that he did not like him; 
yet on the other ſide, he much feared 
what would become of his Majeſty if 
he ſhould be diſcovered before he had 
made his point, and made appear what 
his intention was ;' for then he would 
be accuſed of what his Enemies pleaſed 
ro lay upon him. I replied, That if 
we returned not that night, his Majeſty 
would be gone to Sea. I perceived 
Mr. 4ſhburnham liked not that fo well, 
and therefore took the Governor to 


task apart, and after ſome CN 
| | they 
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they came both to me; and the Gover- 
nor ſaid, that ſince we deſired it, he 
would ſay, that becauſe he believed 
his 'Majeſty had made choice of him 
- as a perſon of Honour and'Honeſty, to 
lay this great Truſt upon, therefore he 
would not deceive his Majeſty's expec- 
- tation. [I replied, That Expreſſion was 
too general, and did not come home 
to our Inſtructions. He then made 
many Diſcourſes not much to the 
| 12407 during which time he kept 
* himſelf between Ar. Aſpburnham and 
me; and when he found me till 
unſatisfied, he added, that 1 was harder 
to content than Mr. 4ſhburnham, and 
he did believethart his Majeſty would be 
much eaſter pleas'd than either, and 
thereupon concluded that I ſhould go in- 
to the Caſtle, and that Mr. Aſhburnham 
ſhould take his Horſe and go to the 
- King, and tell his Majeſty what he ſaid. 
I embraced the motion moſt readily, 
and immediately went over the Bridg 
- Intothe Caſtle, tho I had the Image of 


the 


(61) 
the Gallows very perfe&tly before me. 
Mr. Aſhburnmam went, I believe, with a 
better heart to hole; but before he was 
gone half a flight ſhot, the Governor 
( being before the Caſtle gate ) called 
ro him, and had a conference of at leaſt 
a quarter of an hour with him, to what 
purpoſe I never knew until I came into 
Holland, where a Gentleman of good 
Worth and Quality told me, that the 
Governor affirmed afterwards in London 
and in many places, that he then offer'd 
ro Mr. Aſhburnham, that I ſhould go and 
he ſhould ſtay, as believing his Majeſty 
to be leſs willing to expoſe him than me, 
but that Mr. Aſhburnham abſolutely refu- 
led. Whatever paſſed between them, I 
am ſure they came both back to me ; 
and the Governor putting himſelf be- 
tween us ſaid, that he would ſay that 
which he was ſure ought to content any 
reaſonable man, which was, that hedid 
believe his Majeſty relied on him as on a 
perſon of Honor and Honeſty, and there- 


fore he did engage himlclf to us to per- 
form 
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(62) 
| form whatever could be expected from 
a perſon of Honor and Honeſty. Before 
I could make any, Mr. Aſhburnham 
- made this reply, I will ask no more, The 
Governor then added, let us then all go 
to the King, and acquaint him with ir. 
Mr. Aſhburnham anſwered, with all my 
heart. I then broke from the Governor 
who held me in his hand, and went to 
Ar. Aſhburnham and ſaid, What do you 
mean, tocarry this man to the King be- 
fore you know, whether he will approve 
of this Undertaking or no? undoubtedly 
you will ſurprize him. Mr. Aſhburnham 
- ſaid nothing but, I'] warrant you : and fo 
you ſhall, ſaid I; for you know the 
| King much better than I do, and there- 
fore when we ſhall come where the 
King is, I aflure you I will not ſee him 
before you bave ſatisfied his Majeſty con- 
cerning your proceeding. Well ; he 
-would take thatupon him. I then de- 
fared he would notlet the Governor carry 
any with him, that in all events we 
- might the/more eaſily ſecure him, which 


he 
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he conſented to. Nevertheleſs when 
we came to (ows Caſtle, where we 
were to take boat, Hammond took Baſ- 
ket the Governor of that Caſtle along 
with him ; and when I complained of it 
to Mr. Aſhburnham, he an{wer'd, It was 
no matter, we ſhould be able to do well 
enough with them two. When we came 
ro Tuchfield, my Lord of Southamptons 
Houſe, Mr. Aſhburnham according to his 
promile went up to the King, and lefe 
me below with Hammond and Basket, I 
afterwards underſtood, that when Mr. 
Aſhburnham had given an Account of our 
meſſage and the Governors anſwer, and 
came to ſay that he was come along with 
us to make good what he had promiled, 
his Majeſty ſtruck himſelf upon the breaſt 
and ſaid, What! have you brought 
Hammond with you ? O, you have un- 
done me ; for I am by this means 
made faſt from ſtirring. HAr. Aſhburn- 
ham replied, That if he miſtruſted Hlam- 
mond, he would undertake to ſecure him, 
His Majeſty ſaid, I underſtand you 

| we 
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well enough, but the World would not 
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him ; if he ſhould follow that Counſel, 
it would be ſaid and believed that he 
ventured his Life for him, and that he 
had unworthily taken ic from him. No, 
it was too late now of thinking any 
thing, but going through the way he 
had forced himupon, and leave the Iſſue 
to God. But when his Majeſty began 
anew to wonder that he could make ſo 


great an overſight, Mr. Aſhburnham ha- 


ving no more to reply, wept bitterly. 
In the mean time F:immond and Ba/- 
ket were {o impatient at this long ſtay 
below in the Court, that I was forced 
to ſend a Gentleman of my Lord South- 
ampton, to defire that his Majeſty and M-. 
Asbburnham would remember that we 
wefe below. Abour half an hour after, 
we were ſent for up; but before Hum- 
mond and Basket kiſs'd his hand, his Ma- 
jeſty took me aſide and ſaid, Sir John 

Berkley, I hope you are not fo paſſionate 
as Jack Ashbunham : do you think yo! 
have followed my directions ? | y_ 
6a; 


Cap); 

ed, no indeed Sir, but it is none of my 
fault, as Mr. Aſhburnhom can tell you 
if he pleaſe; I have expoſed my life 
to prevent it ; and then told his Ma- 
jeſty the ſum of what had pals'd, and 
particularly of my being a Priſoner in 
the Caſtle, and of Mr. Asþburnham's com- 
ing away without me, which Mr. Ash- 
| burnham had omitted. His Majelty 
| judg that it was now too late to bog- 
le, and therefore received Hammond 
cheerfully, who promiſed more to his 
Majeſty than he had done to us, and 
we all went over that night to the Cows. 
In the morning his Majeſty went with 


the Governor to Carisbroke, and was 


met by the way with divers Gentlemen 
of che Iſland, by whom we learnt that 
we were more fortunate than we were 
aware of; for the whole Iſland was u- 
nanimouſly for the King except the Gc- 


vernors of the Caſtles and Hammont's . 


Captains; that there were bur twelve 
old Men in the Caſtle, who had ferved 


under the Earl of Portland, and were all 
E | *well 
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well affefted ; that Hammond might be 
ealily gained if not more eaſily forced, 
the Caſtle being day and night full of 
Loyal SubjeQs and Servants of his Ma- 
jeſty ; and his Majeſty having daily 11- 
y to ride abroad, might chule his 
own time of quitting the Iſland. In- 
deed not only his Majeſty and all that 
were about him, but thoſe that were 
at a further diſtance, approved by their 
Letters this reſolution of his Majeſty. 
Both his Majeſty and Mr. Asbburnham 
attackt the Governor, and I think very 
proſperouſly, for both he and his Cap- 
cains ſeem'd to deſire nothing of his 
Majeſty, but that he would ſend a Civil 
Meflage to the Houſes, ſignifying his 
. propenſion to Peace, which was done 
to their Satisfa&tion. Three days after 
our coming to the Ifland, a Meſſenger 
was ſent by the Parliament for Ms. 
' Asbburnham, Sir John Berkley and Mr. Leg, 
but the Governor refuſed to let us 20. 
The fifth day after our arrival we heard 
that in the Rendeyouz of the Army, the 


k ſuperior 
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ſuperior Officers had carried it, and that 
one or two were ſhot, and eleven more 
of the mutinying Levellers made Pri- 
ſoners. This made us bleſs God for the 
reſolution of coming into the Ifland : 
and now My. Asbburnbham and the Go- 
vernor were frequent and fervent in pri- 
vate conferences, and as I have heard 
came to particulars of accommodation 
for him, in caſe of che King's recovery: 
Inſomuch that now the Governor ſeem- 
_ ed ſollicitous of nothing ſo much, as 
that the Army ſhould reſume its wonted 
diſcipline, andclear themſelves of their 
importunate and impertinent Adjutators, . 
of whoſe Authority in the Army he ne- 
ver approved, and therefore ſent his 
Chaplain immediately co the Army 
to conjure them to make uſe of their Suc- 
ceſs upon the Adjutators. 'T'wo or 
three days after, he moved earneſtly, 
that his Majeſty would ſend one of us. 
three to the Army with colourable Let- 
ters to the General ; but that he ſhould 


write with confidence to Cromwel and 
E 2 Ireton, 


( 68) 
Freton, to whom he would alſo write, 
and. did , conjuring them by their En- 
gagement, by their Intereſt, by their 
Honor,and their Conſciences, to come to 
a ſpeedy. cloſe with the King, and not 
ro expole themſelves ſtill co the fantaſtick 
giddineſs of the Adjutators. My two 
Comrades were very well contented 
that I ſhould go this Voyage, which I did 
not without ſome apprehenſion of the 
event as to my own particular. His 
Majeſty charged me to require Will. Ash- 
burnham to provide a ſhip for him upon 
the Coaſt of Suſſex : But Mr. Asbburn- 
bam thought not fit I ſhould be furniſh'd 
with mony for that, or for my journy. 
| deſired that in caſe the Army ſhould 
| Hot intend well, I might have Com- 
miſtion to the Scots, but Mr. Asbburnham 
did not think it fir. Ithen took a Cou- 
| in German of mine with me, one Mr. 
Fenyy Berkley Son to Sir Henry Berkley, 
and-procured a Paſs from the Governor 
. of: the Cows for his 'return within four 
or "five days,' which had been other- 
wile 
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wiſe forgotten. Between 'Bagshot and 
Windſor ( then the Head-Quarters ). I 
met Trayghton the Governor's Chaplain, 
who told me he could carry no good 
news back, the Army being as yer 
come to no reſojution as to the King. 
As I was halt way between Bagshot and 
Windſor, Cornet Joyce a great Adjutator, 
and he that had taken the King from 
Holmby, overrook me. He ſeemed 
much to wonder that I durſt adventure 
ro come to the Army. Upon my dif- 
courſes with him I found, that it had 
been diſcourſed among the Adjutators, 
whether for their juſtification the King 
ought not to be brought to a Tryal, 
which he held in the affirmative, not 
that he would have one hair of his Head 
ſuffer, but that they might not bear the 
blame of the War. I was quickly weary 


of his diſcourſe; but I perceived he 
would not leave me until he ſaw me 


in Windſor, and knew where I lodg'd. 
About an hour after, I went to the Ge- 


neral's Quarters, and found a General 
meet- 
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meeting of the Officers there. - After an 
hours waiting I was admitted, and after 
I had deliverd my Compliment and 
Letters to the General, I was deſired to 
withdraw ; and having attended half an 
hour, I was call'd in. The General look'd 
very ſeverely upon me, and after his man- 
ner ſaid, That they were the Parlia- 
ment's Army, and therefore could not 
ſay any thing to his Majeſty's motion of 
peace, but muſt refer thoſe matters to 
them, to whom they would ſend his 
Majeſty's Letters. I then look'd about 
upon (romel and Jreton, and the reſt of 
my acquaintance, who ſaluted me yery 
coldly, and had their Countenance quite 
changed towards me, and ſhewed me 
Hammonds Letter, which I had deli- 
verd to them, and ſmiled with much 
diſdain'upon it. I ſaw that was no place 
for me, and therefore went to my Lodg- 
ing, wherel ſtaid from four until fix, and 
none of my acquaintance came at me, 
which appeared ſad enough. At laſt I 
ſent my Servant out, * and wiſh'd him to 


{ee 
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ſee if he could light upon any of my 
acquaintance. At laſt he met with 
one that was a General Officer, who 
whiſpered in his ear, and bad him tell 
me, ' that he would meer me at twelve 
at night in a Cloſe behind the Garter 
Inn. I came at the hour, and he not 
long afrer. I ask'd him what News ? 
and he replied, None good ; and then 
continued this Diſcourſe. © You know 
* that I and my Friend engaged our 
* ſelves to you ; that we were zealous 
* for an Agreement, and if the reſt 
* were not ſo, we were abuled; 
« that if there was an intention to co- 
* zen us, it would not be long hid from 
«© us; that whatever we ſhould diſco- 
© yer, ſhould not be ſecret to you ; that 
* we, ſince the Tumults of the Army, 
« did miſtruſt (rawwel, and not long 
« after Ireton, whereof I informed you. 
© I come now to tell you, that we mil- 
©« truſt neicher, but know them and all 
© of us to. be the archeſt Villains in the 
«© World; for we are reſolved notwith- 
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« ſtanding our Engagements, to deſtroy 
« the King and his Poſterity ; to which 
« end Ireton made two rope this 
« Afternoon, one that you ſhould be ſent 
« priſoner to London ; the other,that none 
« ſhould ſpeak with you upon pain of 
« death: and I do hazard my Life now 
« by doing of ir. The way that is in- 
« tended to ruin the King, is to ſend 
<« ejght bundred of the moſt diſaffe&ted 
« of the Army to ſecure his Perſon, as 
« believing him not ſo now, and then 
&« bring him to a Tryal, and [ dare think 
« no farther. This will be done in ten 
& days; and therefore if the King can 
& eſcape, let him do it as he loves his 
« Life. I theninquired what was the 
reaſon of this horrid change ; what had 
the King done to deſerve it: He ſaid, 
nothing, and that to our grief ; for we 
would leap at any advantage againſt 
him ;Thave pleaded nard againſt this Re- 
ſolution this day, but have bin laught 
ar for my pains. Well, but ſtill, why 
is this horrid perfidiouſneſs reſolved on, 

 tince 
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fince there appears no occaſion for it, 
the Officers being ſuperiors at the Ren- 
deyouz ? He could not tell certainly, 
but he conceived this to be the ground 
of it, © That tho one of the Murineers 
« was ſhot at the late Rendevouz, and 
« eleven made Priſoners, and the reſt 
*in appearance overquell'd, yet they 


« were ſo far from being fo indeed, 


« that there hath been with (romwel 


« and Jreton, one after another, two 
{« third parts of the Army to tell chem, 
« that tho they were certainly to periſh 
* in the Attempt, cthey would leave 
« nothing uneſlay'd to bring the whole 
* Army to their ſenſe; and if all faild, 
* they would make a Diviſion in the 
« Army, and join with any that would 
« affift in the Deſtruction of their Op- 
&« poſers: Cromwel and Treton therefore 
« argued thus ; If the Army divide, 
« the greateſt part will join with the 
« Presbyterians, andwill, in all likeli- 
«© hood, prevail to our ruin, and we 


« ſhall be forced to make Applications 
Ee F « xg 
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&« to the King, wherein we ſhall rather 
« crave than offer any Aſſiſtance ; and 
« when his Majeſty ſhall give it us, 
&« and afterwards have the good fortune 
«© to prevail, it he ſhall chen pardon 
 ©« vis, It 1s all we can pretend to, and 
© more than we can promile our ſelves; 
<« and thereupon concluded, 'T hat if we 
<« cannot bring the Army to our ſenſe, 
« we muſt go.to theirs, a Schiſm be- 
« ing evidently deſtructive : And there- 
&« fore Cromwel bent all his Thoughts to 
«© make his peace with the Party that 
« was molt oppoſite to the King, in 
« which Peters was inſtrumental. He 
«© acknowledg'd (as he had formesly 
« done upon the like occaſion ) that 
<« the Glories of the World had fo daz- 
© led his eyes, that he could not diſcern 
« clearly the great Works the Lord was 
« doing ; that he was relolved to hum- 
< ble himſelf, and defire: the Prayers 
© of the Saints, that God: would be 
<< pleaſed to forgive him bis Self-ſeeking. 
* 1 heſe Arts, together with comforta- 


« ble 
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*ble Meſſages to the Priſoners, that 
«hey ſhould be of good cheer, for no 
© harm ſhould befal them fince ic had 
* pleaſed God to open his eyes, per- 
tected his Reconciliation, and he was 
« reinſtated in the Fellowſhip of the 
« Faithful. I then ask'd this Gentleman 
whether I ſhould nor endeavour to de- 
liver my: Letters from che King to Crom- 
wel and Treton: he replied, by all means, 
left they ſhould miſtruſt I had diſcover- 
ed' them. 

As ſoon as I came to my Lodging 
I diſpatch d my Couſin Harry Berkley 
to the Iſle of Wight with two Letters ; 
the one containing a general Relation 
and doubtful Judgment of things in 
the Army, which I intended ſhould be 
. ſhewn to the Governor ; the other was 
in Cypher, wherein I gave a particular 
account of this Conference, naming the 
Perſon, and concluding with 2a moſt 
paſſionate Supplication to his Majelty to 
meditate nothing but his immediate E- 


ſcape. The next morning | ſent Co- 
a lonel 
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lonel Cook to Cronuwel, to let him know 
that I had Letters and Inftrucions to 
him from the King. He ſent me word 
by the ſame Meſſenger, that he durſt 
not ſee me, it being very dangerous to 
us both, and bid me be aſſured, that 
he would ſerve his Majeſty as long as 
he could do it without his own ruin, 
but deſired that I would not expe that 
he ſhould periſh for his ſake. As ſoon 
as | had this anſwer, I took horſe for 
London, with this reſolution, not to ac- 
quaint any man with the intentions of 
the Army, nor of his Majeſty's intend- 
ded eſcape, which I preſumed would be 
within few days, the Wind ſerving, and 
the Queen having ſent a ſhip co that pur- 
poſe, and preſſed it earneſtlyby her let- 
ters. The next day after my arrival at 
| London | had a letter from my Lord 
Lenerick and Lord Lauderdale, defiring a 
meeting with me, as preſuming 1 had 
a Commiſſion to treat with them from 
his Majeſty. Ar our meeting they won- 
dred to find the contrary. In my dif- 


courle 
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courſe” with them I happen'd to ſay, 
The laſt words his Majeſty ſaid to me 
at parting were, that handed ſhould 
undertake to any perſon in his name, 
his Majeſty would make ic good in the 
word of a King, My Lord Lanerick 
thereupon replicd, thar he would ask 
no more Commiſſion for me, believing 
it to be true, both becauſe I affirmed it, 
and becauſe he had received the like from 
his Majeſty upon the like occaſion. 
Our firſt conference was interrupted 
through my Lord Lauderdale's vehement 
indignation againſt the Letter of Mr. 
Aſhburnham to the Speaker, wherein he 
had this paſſage, That he would not ex- 
poſe his Honor to the diſcretion of either Scot 
or Adjutator.. This Letter was written 
by Mr. - Aſhburnham before I left the 
Ifland, -upon the occaſion of Whalle)s 
complaint to the Houſe: of Commons, 
that Fr. Aſhburnham had | broken his 
Engagement with him at his firſt com- 
ing to Woburn, wherein he undertook 


that the King ſhould not leave the Army 
with- 
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without his Knowledg and Conſent; 
Dr. Sheldon , Dr.- Hammond, Ir, Leg 
and I, objefted hard againſt this Ex- 
preſſion; but Mr. Aſhburnham lik'd it ſo 
well, that we could not make him de- 
art from it. On the Friday after, we 
bad another meeting, wherein we diſ- 
courſed our ſelves well towards an A- 
eement, and'reſolved on Monday fol- 
being to conclude one way or other. 
The next day, being Saturday, I had a 
Letter from Mr. Aſhburnham, requiring 
me in his Majeſty's name, to lay by 
all other buſineſs whatſoever, and re- 
turn inſtantly to his Majeſty. I ſent 
therefore my Excuſe to my Lords Lane- 
rick and Lauderdale, and went that night 
out of Town, which they took very 
ill, tho they had no reaſon for it ; for 
I would as willingly have excuſed my 
Journy as they, as believing it was 
only to aflilt in his Majeſty's Eſcape : 
for | had more than once obſery'd, that 
tho Mr. 4ſhburnham were willing enough 
to appropriate Employments of Honor 
and 
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and -Profit, yet he was contented to 
communicate thoſe of Danger with his 
Friends. The next morning I was with 
his Majeſty, who received me more 
graciouſly than ordinary, and told me 
that he had always a good opinion of 
my Honeſty and Diſcretion, but was 
never ſo much confirmed in it, as by 


my diſpatch from Y//indſor, for which * 


his Majeſty thank'd me. After I had 
return'd my Acknowledgments for his 
Majeſty's Favor, I ask'd, if his Maje- 
ſy approved the Advice ſo well, why 
did he' not follow it? Why was he 
fill in the Iſland 2 where he could not 
long promiſe himſelf the Liberty he 
now had, fince there were Forces de- 
ſign'd, both by Sea and Land, to ſe- 
cure his Perſon. His Majeſty replied, 
that he would have a care of chat time 
enough, and-that he was to conclude 
with the Scots before he lefc che King- 
dom, becauſe from their deſire to have 
him out of the Armies hands, they 
would take reaſon; whereas if he _ 
4x6 _ 
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before, they would never treat with 


him but upon their own terms : and 
in this opinion Mr. Aſpburnham fully 
concurred with his Majeſty. Againſt 
this I argued the beſt I could, and when 
I Gaw it was in vain, I deſired his Ma- 
jeſty would diſpatch this Treaty, for 
bis condition would admit no delays. 
His Majeſty then order'd me to with- 
draw with Mr. Aſhburnham, Dr. Sheldon, 
Dr. Hammond, and Mr. Leg, to ſee how far 
his Majeſty had gone in a Treaty with 
the Scots. This Treaty had bin mana- 
ged in London by -Dr. Gough, who in the 
Queens name conjured his Majeſty to 
make his ſpeedy eſcape, in all his Ler- 
rers, and in his own name beſeech'd his 
Majeſty not to inſiſt upon nice terms 
in this preſent exigence of his affairs. 
But Mr. Aſhburnham refined much upon 
ſeveral expreſſions of the Articles, that 
concerned the Covenant, and Church 
of England, of which he was a great 
Profeſſor, and made. many replies and 
alterations, and moved Meſſenger to be 
ſent 
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ſent afrer Meſlenger about it, and at 


aft inſiſted, that the King would ſend 


for the Scots Commiſſioners to come to. 


him. The next day [ fell fick, what 
with my late journying, and what with 
my vexation at this ſſow way of pro- 
ceeding. _ The day following I weat 
to his Majeſty, and*as ſoon as I could 
be admitted ſpoke to him in theſe 
words : Sir, if you make no more haſt than 
Jou do, I doubt you will not be able to ſe- 
cure your Eſcape ; and therefore I humbly 
beſeech your Maj-ſty to make two Papers 
or Draughts, the one containing the utmoſt 
extent of what your Majeſty will give the 
' Scots, and ſign it ; and at the ſame time 
ſend another containing the leaſt you will re- 
ceirre of them, and let the Scots ſign and 
deliver that to Dr. Gough at the ſame 
time that be ſhall deliver your Majeſty's Con- 
ceſſuons to them, and provide inſtantly for 


your Safety, About the middle of this 


diſcourſe with the King, Mr. 4ſh- 


burnham came in, and when [had end- 


ed, very graciouſly OY ſaid, ro 
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this Propoſition was good if it were 


practicable, which it was not; for 


tha the Scots ſhould agree to the Sub- 
ſtance of all the Articles, yet they and 
all men elſe would have their ſeveral 
{enſes concerning the expreſſions, which 
m uſt be ſatigfhed, or no Agreement 
made, and therefore concluded that 
the Scots were to be ſent for. To 
this I replied, that Mr. Aſpburnham had 
much reaſon ordinarily ſpeaking for 
what he obje&ted ; but his Majeſty's 
danger made this a very extraordinary 
Caſe. His reaſons carried it clear, 
and Sir William Flemming or Mr. Mungo 


Murray ( for they both went and came. 


by turns ) was ſent to invite the Scots 
Commiſſioners to come to his Ma- 
jelty. The next day after his depar- 
ture in the evening, the King called 
me to him and old me, I think you 
are a Prophet ; for the Scots Commiſſio- 
ners at London have fent an Expreſs, de- 
firing me to do the ſame thing in effect 
you had moved, but that it was now 
toe 
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too late, for they would be come 


be gone out of the Iſland towards them. 
| replied, that our concurrence was 
accidental, for I had not the leaſt In- 
telligence with the Scots Commiſſi9- 
ners; but when I ſaw there was no 
remedy, I applied my felf ro what 
was next the beſt I could. And God 
knows there was work enough for 
abler men than any of us were : for at 
the ſame time the Scots were coming 
to the King, there were alſo Commil- 
fioners ſent by the Parliament to his 
Majeſty with offers of a Treaty, upon 
condition that his Majeſty as a pledg 
of his future ſincerity, would grant four 
Preliminary Bills, which chey had 
brought. ready drawn to his Majeſty's 
hands. The firſt contained the Revo- 
cation of all Proclamations and De- 
clarations againſt the Parliament, 
wherein his Majeſty made himfelt ex- 
preſly the Author of the War. The 


Second was againſt the Lords that had 
[ho G 2 bin, 


away before another Expreſs could: 


| 
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bin lately made by his Majeſty, that 
they ſhould have no Seat or Vote in 
Parliament, and that his Majeſty nor 
his Succeſſors ſhould make none for 
the future without conſent of Parlia- 
ment ; which was to take away the 
moſt unqueſtion'd flower of his Crown, 
his being the ſole fountain of Honor. 
The third was a Bill of exceptions from 
pardon, that included almoſt all of his 
Majeſty's Subjects that had any confide- 
rable Eſtates. The fourth was an Act 
for the Militia, which embraced ten 
times more power, than the Crown 
ever executed, for the two Houſes, rai- 
ſing men and money arbitrarily ; which 
was no more nor leſs than dethro- 
ning of the King,and enſlaving the Peo- 
ple: by a Law, and in effeR to give the 
| King only the leave to diſcourſe whoſe 
the Glaſs Windows ſhould be. Ne- 
yertheleſs the Title and Frontiſpiece of 
this vaſt Delign was ſo modeſt, that 
many well-wiſhing - perſons were in- 
duced . to believe, that by all means 
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his Majeſty ought to paſs thoſe Bills - 


for many reaſons; but eſpecially becauſe 
his Enemies would deliver his Majeſty 
to the World as obſtinate to his own 
and the Kingdoms ruin if he ſhould 
not accept this offer. To-avoid both 
the inconveniencies of granting or re- 
fuſing, I drew an Anſwer of the Trea- 


ty before it began ; that if they would 


needs think it expedient to require (o 
great Hoſtages from his Majeſty, they 
would not be backward to give ſome 
roken to his Majeſty of their reality, 
and then deſired that at the ſame time 
| his Majeſty ſhould paſs theſe four Bills, 
the Houſes would paſs four of his Ma- 


jelty's drawing, which were all moſt - 


popular, and ſuch as they durſt not 
pals nor well deny : at leaſt if chey 
did, they could with no colour of ju- 
ſtice accule his Majelty for not grant- 
ing what was moſt unjuſt and moſt un- 
popular. The firſt was a Bill for pay- 
ment of the Army, which contained 
their disbanding as ſoon as they "_ 

pajd. 
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paid. The ſecond, a period to the preſent 
Parliament, The third, tor reſtoring 
the King, Queen, and Royal Family 
ro their Revenues. The fourth, the 
ſettling of the Church-Government 
without any coercive Power; and in 
the mean time, till ſuch a Govern- 
ment were agrecd on, the old to ſtand, 
without coercive Authority. I ſhew'd 
this Anſwer firſt to Mr. Ley, then to 
Dr. Hammond and Dr. Sheldon, who 
ſeemed to approve of the Expedient, 
and defird Mr. Aſhburnham would ac- 
quaint the King with it. But I ne- 
ver heard any thing from his Ma- 
jeſty ; and I was reſolved never to 
have it obtruded, leſt I ſhould appear 
fond of my own Conceptions. By his 
Majeſty's dire&tions an Anſwer was 
drawn, that gave a full Denial, which 
was, in my judgment, very well pen'd. 
But I thought good penning did not 
ſignify much at that time, and there- 
| fore made this Obje&tion : It is very 
poſiible, that upon his Majeſty's giving 
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an abſolute Negative, the Commiſſi- 
oners may have Orders to enjoin the 
Governor to look more ſtrictly to 
his Perſon, and ſo his intended Eſcape 
would be prevented. His Majeſty 
replied immediately, That he had 
thought of a Remedy, which was, 
to deliver his Anſwer ſeal'd to the 
Commiſſioners; and ſo left us. | 
could nor hold from letting Mr. Af- 
burnham find my ſenſe of this ſorry 
Expedient, by ſaying, that the Com- 
miſtoners would either open the An- 
{wer, or conclude that in effeR it was 
a Denial, and proceed accordingly : 
but all was in vain. Some few days 
after, the Engliþ Commiſſioners arri- 
ved and delivered their Meſſage, and 
defired an Anſwer within three or 
four days. The next day the Lords 
Lowdon, Lanerick , Lauderdale , Chieſly, 
and others, Commiſſioners for the 
Kingdom of Scotland, deliver'd a Pro- 
teſtation to the King, ſubſcribed by 
them, againſt the Meflage, as not ac- 
| cording 
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cording with their Covenant. From 
that time they began to treat ſeriouſly 
with his Majeſty, but would not per- 
mit that either Mr. Aſhburnham or I ſhould 
aſſiſt at the Treaty, for which I for- 
give them with all my heart ; for ic 
would have bin very inſecure for us to 
have had any communication with 
chem at that time. Art laſt they came 
to {ſuch a concluſion as they could ger, 
not ſuch a one as they deſired from the 
King, bur much ſhort of ir, which 
give an advantage to the Lord Argyle 
and the Clergy-Party in Scotland to op- 
poſe it as not farisfaftory, and by that 
means retarded the. proceeding of 
"Duke Hamilton and that Army four 
Months, which was *conlequently 
the ruin of Laughern in YVales, and of 
the Forces in Kent and Eſſex, and of 
the Scots Army 'alſo, which confiſt- 
| edof twenty four thouſand men, all 

which Forces' were the reſult of the 
Treaty; which appears to me, if ir 
had been ſooner diſpatch'd, to have. bin 


One 
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one of the moſt prudent Ads of his Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, however unproſperous. 
When the time was come that the 
King was to deliver his Anſwer, his 
Majeſty ſent for the Engliſh Commil- 
ſioners, and before he delivered his 
Anſwer, ask'd my Lord Denbigh (who 
was the chief Commiſſioner ) whe- 
ther they had power to alter any 


ſubſtantial or circumſtantial pare of 


their Meſſage; and when they repli- 
ed they had not, his Majeſty deli- 
ver'd his anſ{wer to the Lord Denbizh 
ſealed. Aﬀer they had withdrawn 
a while, my Lord Denbith return d 
with the reſt, and ſeem'd offended 
wich his Majeſty for delivering the 
Meſlage ſerled, and expreſs'd his in- 
dignation in harſher ce:ms than one 
Gentleman ought to ule to another. 
Afﬀer long expoſtulations, his Ma- 
jeſty was perſwaded to open his An- 
ſwer, which was ſo far from allaying 


the Storm, as it increaſed it both 1n 
H the 
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the Commillioners and the Governor, 
who altogether retired from the Caſtle 
of Carisbroke to Newport, an Engliſh 

mile from the Caſtle. As ſoon as they 
were gone, | went to Mr. Aſhburnham, 
who told me he had newly diſpatch'd 
away a Footman over the Water, to 
order four or hve Hotles: to be re- 
moved from the Place where they 
then Rood, leſt they ſhould be found 
and feiz'd by the Soldiers that were 
coming into the liland. I conjured 
him by no means to do 1t, leſt the 
Winds or the Parliament's Frigats 
might force us, in our eſcape to. put 
athore, and we ſhould want Horſes. 
He thereupon lent a Groom after him, 
and brought him back, but within 
few hours after ſent him again with 

the firſt Order, but upon what ground 

I know not, unleſs that of good hulſ- 

bandry. That night or the next morn- 

ing his Majeſty reſolved to endeavour 
his Eſcape, but he met with two great 
| 'O ſta- 
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'Obſracles: the Wind in the very in- 


ſtant became croſs, and the Governor 


return'd from Newport full of fury, 
and lock'd up the Gates, and doubled 
his Guards, and went not to bed that 
night, In the morning he command- 
&d all his Majeſty's Servants from him. 
Before we took our leaves, we ac- 
quainted his Majeſty, that we had 
left the Captain of the Frigat, and two 


honeſt and truſty Gentlemen of 


the Iſland, to affift his Eſcape, and thar 
we. would have all things in readi- 


nels on the other fide of the Water. 


His Majelty commanded us to draw. 


a Declaration in his name that night, 
and ſend ir to his Majeſty in the mor- 
ning. When we came to Newport, 
Pl. Le2g and I letc Mr. Afhburuham 
and the reſt in the Inn, and went to 
an Acquaintance's houſe of ours in 
the Town, where, after we had ſtaid 
an hour, we heard a Drum bear con- 


fuſedly, and nor long afcer that, one 
| H 2 Captain 
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Captain Burley, with divers others, 
were riſen -to reſcue the King. Up- 
on this Mr. Leg and I wenr to the Inn, 
where we found Mr. 4ſhburnham mak- 
ing Speeches to thole poor well-affect- 
ed People, adviſing them to deſiſt 
from their vain Enterprize. I muſt 
confeſs I thought any communica: ion 
of ours with them dangerous, and 
therefore I adviſed Mr. A ſhburnham not 
to ſay any thing to them; for when 
his words were out of his mouth, o- 
thers would interpret them, and ſay 
be ſaid what they pleaſed : and it was 
well for him and us that we did lo; 
for the Priſoners were not only exa- 
 min'd concerning us, but. promis'd 
| Liberty and Pardon in caſe they would 
peach us; and the Governor of the 
Cows had order from Hammond to put us 
a Ship-board, and to carry us to London 
upon ſuſpicion that we were acceſſory 
to this Riſing ; which was a Deſign ſo 
impoſſible for choſe that undertook it 
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" to effect, conſiſting of Women and 
* Children without any Arms ſaving one 
Musket, that no ſober man could 
poſſibly have been engaged in ic. I 
was defired that night' to draw the 
Declaration for his Majeſty, which I 
did, and it was approved of by all but 
Mr. Aſpburnham, and at laſt publiſh'd in 
his Majeſty's name. Afcer we had ſtaid 
on the other ſide of the Water about 
three weeks, expeCting the Kings co- 
ming over to us, and began ar laft 
to deſpair of it, I moved' to Mr. 
Aſhburnham , Mr. Leg and Mr. Denham 
( who was then come to us from Lon- 
don) ,that ſome one might be ſent to 
the Queen from us all, which was 
conſented to, .and | made choice of by 


the reſt. 
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